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that to rest; very, very simple. We are
not going to cut Social Security. We
are not going to cut Medicare.

So if you vote ‘“‘no’ on the previous
question, we can do that. I urge my
colleagues to vote ‘‘no’” on this rule,
“‘no”’ on the underlying bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

You know, driving to the airport
early Monday morning on the way
back up here for another week in Wash-
ington, the price of gas was $3 a gallon
in Texas in February.

Now, that is bad news because by the
time you get to Memorial Day, the
peak of the summer driving season,
gasoline is always a dollar more than it
is in February.

So, look. The President was able to
bring the price of gas down artificially
by depleting our emergency reserve,
and who does that? Who does that?

Who spends all of their emergency
funds and says, ‘“‘Good on me. I brought
the prices down,” when you didn’t do
anything to increase the supply?

Now, here is the good news. One of
the reasons we aren’t surrounded by a
lot of our colleagues right now on the
floor of the House debating this rule is
because Members, both Democrats and
Republicans, are in committees, in the
committees of jurisdiction, doing the
actual work.

I left a markup from the Energy and
Commerce Committee, the Sub-
committee on Energy, looking at ways
to increase our supply of energy to do
what? To bring down the cost of energy
for consumers.

That seems like a logical thing to do.
We see what the administration’s re-
sponse was. It was to sign an executive
order to say, we are going to cut off a
pipeline so you can’t bring any more
product into the United States.

You can’t ship that product from
Canada down to Port Arthur, Texas,
and refine it with Texas jobs. No. They
cut that off. As a consequence, it has
to be made up somewhere else.

The good news is we didn’t run out,
and there is additional supply. There is
additional energy to be pumped, har-
vested certainly in the Permian Basin
and the Delaware Basin of Texas.

The good news is that producers, a
lot of small and independent producers,
are doing just that.

So rather than having to go hat in
hand to OPEC or OPEC+—I guess, now
because they added Russia to OPEC—
rather than having to go to a dictator
in Venezuela, you can buy your oil and
gas from the United States of America.

Who is doing that? Well, Germany is
doing that. They hastened the develop-
ment of several LNG offshoring plants
so that they could bring in that Texas
product to heat the homes of Germans
who have been cut off by Vladimir
Putin in an attempt to starve Europe
for energy during the Ukraine war.

You know, one of these bills that we
are debating, the rule that we are de-
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bating will allow a bill to come to the
floor for debate on looking into the
cost of executive orders.

I already referenced one of those ex-
ecutive orders; one done on the very
first day of the Biden administration,
which was to negate the Keystone pipe-
line, but there were others.

The Committee for Responsible
Budget actually has calculated a total
of $1.1 trillion in executive orders in
the last 2 years and 2 months since this
President has taken office.

Digging into the numbers—and, of
course, it will be a big story over at the
Supreme Court later this week—but
the President wants to cancel student
loan debt; that is $750 billion.

Shouldn’t that be a consequence that
is argued in Congress? It is not done
just through an executive order.

Look, we wisely rejected a monarchy,
and we said we want government with
the consent of the governed. That
means that all of the decisions do not
flow from 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue.

By virtue of the fact that we have a
divided government, the people’s House
is supposed to weigh in on these deci-
sions.

They are not made unilaterally by
the President of the United States,
which, by definition, is what an execu-
tive order is.

So we have $185 billion in increased
staff benefits. Maybe good; maybe not.
The gentleman from Massachusetts
and I agree on programs that tackle
hunger in this country, but shouldn’t
we as Members of the people’s House
have the opportunity to debate that
rather than the decision simply made
by one individual down at the other
end of Pennsylvania Avenue?

We already talked about the Key-
stone pipeline. Canceling ANWR. Can-
celing ANWR, the exploration and de-
velopment of oil in that plain in Alas-
ka, which has been—honest Injun.

If Clinton had not prevented that, if
President Clinton had not prevented
that in 1997, that would be a producing
field today that would reduce our trade
deficit, to be sure.

So we would be able to produce
American energy but also would have
had a profound effect on the budget be-
cause, in fact, Mr. Speaker, you will re-
call it was a budget bill that year
where President Clinton then blocked
the development in the ANWR.

What about repealing President
Trump’s rules on the waters of the
United States and the NEPA stream-
lining rules?

All of these things have been done as
executive orders since this President
took office, and the consequence, the
fiscal consequence, the downstream
consequence has been profound.

So, look. I want to encourage every-
one in the House today to support
these measures when they come to the
floor.

If you want to remake financial mar-
kets, you can’t do that by congres-
sional fiat. You have to have the cour-
age to bring that measure to the floor
for a vote.
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I would encourage Members addition-
ally to support the REIN IN Act, and
this measure will act as an important
check on the Biden administration,
forcing President Biden to grapple with
the harm that his executive orders are
inflicting on the long-suffering Amer-
ican people.

Mr. Speaker, Republicans remain
united in pursuing legislative policies
that put the American people at the
forefront, put them ahead of the spe-
cial interests, put them ahead of the
army of lawyers and lobbyists that oc-
cupy this town. Let’s put the people of
America first.

The text of the material previously
referred to by Mr. MCGOVERN is as fol-
lows:

AMENDMENT TO HOUSE RESOLUTION 166

At the end of the resolution, add the fol-
lowing:

SEc. 3. Immediately upon adoption of this
resolution, the House shall proceed to the
consideration in the House of the resolution
(H. Res. 178) affirming the House of Rep-
resentatives’ commitment to protect and
strengthen Social Security and Medicare.
The resolution shall be considered as read.
The previous question shall be considered as
ordered on the resolution and preamble to
adoption without intervening motion or de-
mand for division of the question except one
hour of debate equally divided and controlled
by the chair and ranking minority member
of the Committee on Ways and Means or
their respective designees.

SEC. 4. Clause 1(c) of rule XIX shall not
apply to the consideration of H. Res. 178.

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time and move
the previous question on the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on ordering the previous
question.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question are post-
poned.

on

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 38
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
0 1330

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WOMACK) at 1 o’clock and
30 minutes p.m.

———
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed.
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